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Introduction

Terrorism is the use of violence and intimidation, especially against civilians, to
achieve political, religious, or ideological goals or in the name of politics,
religion, and peace advocacy by states as well as non-state groups, and this
vaguely describes the term terrorism. However, there is some confusion in
defining this concept, while some definitions rely on broad criteria- “The
Perpetrator, The target and the Weapons used, others emphasize the motive and

]

purpose behind the action of terrorism.” !
A terrorist aims not just for the destruction but also to drive the message of
terror home. But beyond these, the term “Terrorism” is hard to define because it
is usually linked with trying to create public terror, so the term terrorism is
based on the matter of perception. Due to political factors, the meaning of
terrorism easily changes as per the interests of particular states on specific issues.
“Today the Taliban head the International terrorist list, but once they were
called freedom fighters (Mujahideen) and were supported by the U.S. when they
were fighting the Soviet occupation of Afghanistan.”?

There have been countless examples of political bloodshed and terrorist activity
throughout South Asia. The causes and characteristics of terrorism differ
throughout nations. The present wave of radicalization and terrorism poses a
serious threat to the security of the South Asian region. The contradiction
resulting from unfounded national policies might be connected to the politics of
violence and extremist tendencies in South Asia.

The use of violence by people or groups to further political, intellectual,
religious, or social objectives is referred to as violent extremism. It frequently
involves extreme ideas that oppose diversity and tolerance, encouraging acts of
terrorism, insurrection, and other violent crimes. Political beliefs, social
grievances, ethnic nationalism, religious fundamentalism, and other factors can
all give rise to violent extremism.


https://www.jstor.org/stable/48590646
https://www.jstor.org/stable/48590646
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Terrorism and its Impact on South Asia

Most South Asian countries have seen severe economic damage as a result of
terrorism. The immediate effects of terrorism include harm to standing crops,
industry, and infrastructure, as well as a halt to economic activity. Numerous more
unintended consequences result from it, all of which are caused by general economic
depression. As a result, the nation suffers from brain drain, high transaction costs,
higher military spending, and other inefficiencies, and its economy is unable to draw
in foreign investment.

There has never been a greater threat from terrorism to South Asia than there is
right now. With almost one-third of the world's population living here, the region is
home to more terrorist organizations and individuals than any other. Terrorist
assaults have claimed more lives in this region than any other place in the globe. A
variety of terrorist organizations operating in the area and outside provide a major
threat to at least five of the countries in the region: Afghanistan, India, Pakistan,
Bangladesh, and Sri Lanka. With several terrorist organizations active in the region
that are linked to both ISIL and Al-Qaida, the threat level in South Asia as a whole
is still high, and in 12 states in India, left-wing extremism affects at least 77 districts,
while in roughly 68 of Nepal's 75 districts, Maoist insurgents are active to varied
degrees.
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The data below is shown on the South Asia Terrorism portal:-
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T errorism and Violent Extremism in South Asian Countries

Almost every country in South Asia has encountered terrorism in one face or
another. Why do most countries that are democratic in nature face the problem of
terrorism? One of the main issues in the connection between terrorism and
democracy is that not every democracy is equally welcoming, pluralistic, or
supportive of the rights of minorities. Minorities may be the target of systematic
discrimination by the elected majority. The groups using terrorism advocate a
variety of reasons, including right-wing extremism, religion, left-wing
revolutionism, ethno-nationalism and separatist movements. The level of social-
ethnic and political heterogeneity or fragmentation within the state seems to be a
crucial factor in the case of terrorism that is produced within a democracy.

India being the largest country in South Asia geographically, has been affected by
insurgencies, separatist movements, and terrorism. India has a complex problem
with terrorism, which is fueled by a range of issues such as socio-economic,
political, religious, and ethnic conflicts. The nation has experienced terrorism in a
variety of forms, from acts driven by both international and indigenous extremist
groups to separatist movements in areas like Kashmir and the Northeast. The
Indian Parliament was the target of a blatant terrorist attack in 2001. 26/11, refers
to the series of coordinated attacks that occurred in Mumbai on November 26,
2008, Another is the attack on Pulwama, on February 14, 2019, carried out by the
Islamist militant group Jaish-e-Mohammed. The country is still a target of terror
attacks, despite multiple security forces counterterrorism and anti-militancy

operations as well as stringent government measures.

In the case of Afghanistan, its complicated history, politics, and socioeconomic
circumstances are intricately entwined with the country's ongoing and tragic
challenge of terrorism. Afghanistan is one of the most terrorist-affected nations in
the world, and different extremist organizations frequently use its land as a
battlefield. The persistent instability in the region has been exacerbated by the
emergence and collapse of many regimes, foreign interventions, and the existence of
extreme ideologies. It has been at the center of counterterrorism efforts ever since
the terrorist attacks of September 11, 2001. Al-Qaeda, the Taliban, and Hizb-e-
Islami are just a few of the deadly groups that pose a serious threat to Afghanistan.
Afghanistan is often associated with "narco-terrorism" due to its significant drug

4

production and export industry.
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In Bangladesh:- Bangladesh has always been concerned about its security,
especially in light of the rise in terrorism in recent years. The nation has seen
many different types of terrorism, from political violence to extreme religious
belief. The government is taking action against radical Islamist groups such
as HUIJI (Harkat-ul-Jihad-al-Islami) and JMB (Jamaat-ul-Mujahideen
Bangladesh), AA which became prominent after the 1990s. Although left-
wing extremism is still an issue in some areas of Bangladesh, its influence
appears to have decreased recently. The concerning thing about Bangladesh
i1s the abundance of conditions that encourage terrorism to proliferate,
including high rates of youth unemployment, stark economic inequality,
escalating religious fanaticism, and easy access to weapons.

Pakistan and Afghanistan face the most serious threats. Both of these nations
are home to Taliban activity. Six gunmen connected to the Tehrik-i-Taliban
Pakistan (TTP) carried out a terrorist attack on the Army Public School in
Peshawar, a city in northwest Pakistan, on December 16, 2014. They entered
the building and opened fire at students and staff, killing 149 people,
including 132 students who were between the ages of eight and eighteen.
Pakistan is considered a terrorist-safe haven by the U.S. Country Reports on
Terrorism due to insufficient political will, governance capacity, or both.
These factors allow terrorists to plot, organize, raise money, communicate,
recruit, train, transport, and operate in relative security.

In Sri Lanka, Terrorism has played a significant and tragic part of the
country's history, especially during the 1983-2009 Sri Lankan Civil War. The
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE), a militant group that aimed to
establish an independent Tamil state in the island's northern and eastern
regions, and the Sri Lankan government were the main parties involved in
the conflict. Today, the LTTE has been successfully eradicated in Sri Lanka.
Moreover, it appears that the state is considering several strategies to take
Tamil interests into account. However, the fight against terrorism is far from
over. The terrorist attack in Sri Lanka on April 21, 2019, serves as a sobering
reminder of South Asia's susceptibility to terrorist attacks.
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(Counter Terrorism and Preventing Violent Extremism

Countless people around the world have suffered greatly as a result of the
growth of violent extremism and the intolerance that extremist groups
promote. In South Asia, some variables, such as poverty, illiteracy, political
grievances, and religious extremism, are responsible for violent extremism. A
multifaceted strategy that prioritizes addressing the underlying causes,
promoting social cohesion and inclusion, addressing socio-economic
inequalities, advancing economic and educational possibilities, encouraging
religious dialogue, and building counterterrorism measures is required to
prevent it.

Often, national leaders find the concept of waging a "war" against terrorism
less appealing. They contended that using force can only lead to reprisals or,
worse, the return of terrorism's original form, in which the government uses
terror to repress its own people. They think that using legal measures to
combat terrorism is the best strategy. The greatest way to combat terrorism
is within national borders and through collaborative international law
enforcement efforts to apprehend terrorists and give a fair trial, these people
choose to use violence and destructive activities to bring attention to their
concerns for which they believe national systems are unable to provide
solutions, it leads to anarchy and international terrorism.

In order to prevent violent extremism and terrorism, various measures
should be taken, such as successful reconciliation programs that deal with
the underlying causes of conflicts, which should be followed by programs on
counter-narratives, de-radicalization, disengagement, rehabilitation, and
reintegration of former violent extremists into society.
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Military and Diplomatic Strategies

Bilateral rivalries between the South Asian parties have deterred attempts at
regional collaboration against terrorism. As early as the 1990s, the South
Asian Association for Regional Cooperation (SAARC), for example, might
have developed into a powerful forum to combat the terrorism wave. The
member nations signed the Convention on Suppression of Terrorism (SCST)
in November 1987 because they were aware of the potential effects of the
Afghan Militancy on the region and wanted to increase regional cooperation
on legal matters, such as sharing evidence, extradition, and the exchange of
knowledge and skills. Unfortunately, these were never implemented and kept
remaining on the paper, which is quite the reality for SAARC, because of
political rivalry.

For example, in 2002, in response to UN Security Council Resolution-1373,
2001, a new protocol was added to the Convention in response to the 9/11
attacks. This protocol addressed the issue of terrorist financing and called for
the immediate criminalization of the collection or acquisition of funds for the
purpose of committing terrorist acts. Additionally, SAARC established the
Terrorist Offenses Monitoring Desk (STOMD) in Colombo, Sri Lanka, with
the purpose of gathering, examining, and sharing data regarding terrorist
plans, techniques, and tactics. The establishment of an Expert Group on
Networking Among Police Authorities (NAPA) and the Drug Offenses
Monitoring Desk (SDOMD) were two other significant Counterterrorism
projects.

In 2006, Composite Dialogue between India and Pakistan could have
reached a consensus in the Joint Anti-terrorism Mechanism, but was
disrupted by the consecutive terror attacks in July and November 2008. So
far, any measures for counter-terrorism has been marred by political
instability and rivalries between countries, and for the countries to combat
terrorism, they need to move beyond that.
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C onclusion

Terrorism and violent extremism pose a significant and ongoing threat to
regional security in South Asia. The region is highly vulnerable due to its
diverse social, ethnic, and political landscape, as well as historical and
ongoing conflicts. While numerous efforts have been made to counter these
threats, including regional agreements and initiatives, progress has been
hindered by political rivalries and a lack of effective cooperation. To
effectively combat terrorism and prevent violent extremism, South Asian
countries must adopt a multifaceted approach that addresses the root causes
of extremism and fosters greater regional collaboration, moving beyond
political discord to achieve lasting security and stability.



I

PPROJECT STATECRAFT
Here, the Future

References

GOSWAMI, S., & BHATIA, K. (2020). International Terrorism: THE
CONCEPTUAL DIMENSIONS. World Affairs: The Journal of International
Issues, 24(3), 110-129. https://www.jstor.org/stable/48590646

Patra, S.: Economic consequences of terrorism in South Asia. In: The Impact of

Global Terrorism on Economic and Political Development. Emerald Publishing
Limited (2019)

Chomsky, Noam. (1986) Pirates & Emperor. International Terrorism in the Real
World Brattlebro, Vermont, Amanda Books.

South Asia Terrorism Portal for data on Deaths because of Terrorist activities is
South Asia.

Sinai, J., Fuller, J., & Seal, T. (2019). Effectiveness in Counter-Terrorism and
Countering Violent Extremism: A Literature Review. Perspectives on Terrorism,
13(6), 90-108. https://www.jstor.org/stable/26853743

Bhattacharjee, Joyeeta. & Wilson, John. (2023). Counter-terrorism in South Asia:

New Threats Call for Deeper Cooperation
Priya, Anu, Terrorism in South Asia, Dept. of Political Science, Mahatma Gandhi
Central University


https://www.jstor.org/stable/48590646
https://www.satp.org/datasheet-terrorist-attack/fatalities/southasia
https://www.jstor.org/stable/26853743

CENTRE FOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS & STRATEGIC STUDIES

PROJECT STATECRAFT
Email: internationalrelations.psc@gmail.com |
directoro fresearc h.psc@gmail.com




